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(SUMMARY)

In The Varieties of Religious Experience and other works, William James uses the logic of
pragmatism to assert that religion can be objectively true. While many thinkers have pointed out
that, since pragmatism involves pluralism, pragmatic religious truths can only be relativistic,
James’ idea of realism recognizes the reality of objects. He did not, however, explicitly explain
this pluralistic realism. Somewhat later, Hilary Putnam, inspired by the ideas of classical
pragmatism, constructed his own pluralistic realism, which can be seen as a modern
reconstruction of James's vision. Several studies have examined Putnam's theory in relation to
James’ writings, and the outlines of the pluralistic religious realism envisaged by James have
come into focus. This study argues that James takes the position that the knowledge of divine

reality attained by believers through their practice, although fallible, is objective truth in the
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context of that practice, and that personal faith can therefore develop within the public realm.
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