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(SUMMARY)

This paper examines the moral responsibility of “absent” generations who did not directly
participate in past wrongs such as wartime atrocities. Drawing on Augustine’s concept of
“common objects of love” and Oliver O’Donovan’s social ontology, it redefines community as a
temporally extended collective agent rather than a mere aggregation of individuals. Incorporating
Kendy Hess’s metaphysical notion of the “rational point of view,” the paper identifies the
foundation for the continuity and agency of communities across time. This framework allows for
an understanding of collective guilt not as an inherited burden but as a residual responsibility
inherent in the enduring moral subjectivity of the community. By doing so, it offers a theological
and philosophical basis for discussing intergenerational moral responsibility beyond the limits of

individualism.
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4 Mark Gibney, Rhoda E. Howard-Hassmann, Jean-Marc Coicaud, and Niklaus Steiner,
eds., The Age of Apology” Facing Up to the Past (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2007).
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Ecclesial Repentance: The Churches Confront Their Sinful Pasts (London: T&T Clark,
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LIRS PR LTI SN o e b — R R BRI 0 — 213 BT EE 2 AT
T EFITRR ST D Z LITkT o8HTH S, ETEAYEARITAT 2 E1K (agent)
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