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(SUMMARY)

There is a debate about what kind of religious ethics is needed to enable us to recognize and
respond to changes in the natural environment, such as in plants and animals. This paper focuses
on Mt. Daisen described as a sacred place of mountain worship. At present, Mt. Daisen is home
to many cultural properties, including temples and shrines, and its natural environment is
protected as a national park. A few years ago, oak wilt was discovered on Mt. Daisen. Mt. Daisen

is called “Daisen-san” by the people who live at the foot of the mountain. When oak wilt occurred,
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some people began to take care of the trees, believing that something was wrong with “Daisen-
san.” At the same time, there were also discussions in prefectural assemblies and elsewhere about
whether humans should intervene in the working of nature or not. In this paper, | analyze the
discussions and ideas about the oak wilt and “Daisen-san” and consider what kind of ethics can
respond to the changes in “Daisen-san,” which is both “nature”and “kami.” “Daisen-san” is
something that has been created over a long period of time through the mediation of human bodies,
light, and water, and it cannot be simply described in terms of belief in which “humans” posit
something like a soul in “nature.” This paper investigates the decrease in the number of people
who call Mt. Daisen “Daisen-san” and the occurrence of oak wilt as a transformation of the
relationship between the earth and humans, and argues that it is necessary to consider a network

that separates “nature” and “humans.”
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