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(SUMMARY)

Masaike Megumu (1900—-1985), a Japanese Christian evangelist in the non-church movement,
advocated pacifism in his writing Kirisutokyo heiwaron FEZCV-F3a (Pacifism in Christian
Thought, 1936), and his pacifism has been understood as the theoretical basis of wartime
resistance. However, previous research has not adequately considered the fact that he obliged
pacifists to obey the law, although this was a central characteristic of his thought. This article
argues that his pacifism functions as an ethic of resistance only under conditions when the state
restricts the freedom of speech, and analyzes his pacifism in relation to the obligation to obey the
law. First, I demonstrate that the relation between pacifism and this obligation is based on his
Christian beliefs, and I show how this shaped his arguments. Specifically he emphasized the

legality of the means that pacifists should use to distinguish pacifists from those who act through

31



SN TP & THRGE] DJEfGER—Bot~ TREBCENIG] 7z ot

illegal means, such as a group of young Imperial Japanese Army officers who organized the
attempted coup d'état on February 26, 1936. Finally, I conclude by highlighting the serious
problem that, owing to the importance of obeying the law, Masaike required pacifists to obey laws

that restricted freedom of speech.
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