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(SUMMARY)

Ethicist Takao Takahashi once asked, “What can we do for the dead who died with regret?”” He
presented a new perspective suggesting that we can “add meaning to the lives of the dead” by
allowing them to “bring about changes in our way of living and problem-solving and preventive
actions in politics, science, and technology.” On the contrary, psychiatrist V. Frankl argued that
human beings possess an unconditional “meaning of life,” dispelling pessimistic views on death
by thinking that “a meaningful life is conserved and continues to exist forever in the past.” Recent
findings in neuroscience have revealed that empathy fosters altruistic behaviors, leading
individuals to help others. Takahashi’s perspective provides a new bypass or approach to altruistic

behaviors enabling us to perform prosocial behaviors in situations in which we feel empathy but
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cannot identify to whom we should give aid. However, Frankl’s interpretation of death suppresses
empathy through a top-down mechanism. Though these two understandings appear completely

different, both help in explaining the meaning of life for both the living and the dead.
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