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(SUMMARY)
This paper examines interreligious dialogue led by Religions for Peace, one of the largest
international multifaith organizations in the world, from the perspective of gender. This paper

adopts a historical approach by analyzing longitudinal changes in women’s participation and
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discussions of gender at previous World Assemblies of Religions for Peace, which have been held
about once every five years since 1970. Previous studies on interreligious dialogue and gender
have noted the absence of women in official dialogue, yet there is a lack of empirical research
examining organizations that promote interreligious dialogue. Although female participation was
very limited at the time of its establishment, Religions for Peace has intentionally encouraged the
participation of women through Women’s Conferences at the World Assembly. The Women’s
Conferences initially functioned as a forum for women to protest the male-centered management
of the World Assembly. However, with each Women’s Conference, a pattern of female
participation has been established, so that it has become a space of visibility for religious women.
From 2013 onwards, there was a shift towards increasing the visibility of women in World
Assembly itself, and a change to mainstreaming women thereafter. While Religions for Peace has
systematically expanded the participation of women, debates on gender have never been a major
topic in the World Assemblies more broadly. This paper discusses the marginality of discussions

on gender in interreligious dialogue.
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