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(SUMMARY)

The work of Mircea Eliade cannot be understood without reference to the history of Romania,
his homeland. After the First World War, Romania acquired new territories with diverse ethnic
composition and economic conditions, necessitating the creation of a new cultural foundation to
integrate these territories as one nation. In particular, the question of how to mourn the war dead

in the process of national integration was a serious problem faced by intellectuals during the
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interwar period. The right-wing nationalists of the Miscarea legionara, the Legionary Movement
(also known as the Iron Guard), revered death as a form of self-sacrifice for the revival of the
national spirit, and Mircea Eliade formed his own academic foundation while expressing
sympathy with the ideas of the Miscarea legionard. Eliade fled to France after the war and made
it his task to recreate pre-war nationalist discourse in a way that would be in line with the new
international order. In this paper, | examine letters Eliade exchanged with the Italian thinkers
Raffaele Pettazzoni and Julius Evola, materials related to the establishment of the International
Association for the History of Religions (IAHR), and Eliade’s participation in Eranos, and I argue
that his creation of the field of phenomenology of religion should be understood in terms of his

attempt to transform nationalism into transnationalism.
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