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(SUMMARY)

The present paper examines the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and the corresponding beatitudes in
Thomas Aquinas's Super Evangelium S. Matthaei Lectura, a commentary on the Gospel of Matthew. It
aims to deepen our understanding of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and the corresponding seven
beatitudes, relying on Aquinas's biblical commentary, and to exhibit their potential.

In studies on Aquinas's theory of virtue, people have focused discussions on the three theological virtues
of faith, hope and charity, and the four cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance.
However, the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and the corresponding seven beatitudes have been given
comparatively less attention, until recently.

In Summa Theologiae, considered Aquinas’s main work, he discusses the gifts and their corresponding
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beatitudes, evaluating where the gifts take place in the system of virtues and to which beatitude each of
them corresponds. He does not highlight the connection between the gifts themselves in that work, but he
does write about it in his commentary on the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew.

The Sermon on the Mount commentary will provide clues to a deeper understanding of the gifts and

beatitudes by reflecting on their features.
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the Beatitudes, merits, gifts, virtues, Scripture Commentary by Thomas Aquinas
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