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(SUMMARY)

The concept of jinkaku (personality) in modern Japan has been given a strong moral sense
through the interpretations of the ethicists such as Inoue Tetsujird and Nakajima Rikizd. As
presented in previous studies, the relationship between jinkaku and Japanese religious discourse
became closer from the late Meiji period to the Taisho period, whereby Sakyamuni was
constructed as a “great man”(ijin). Concurrently, for the Japanese Buddhists who were exposed

to the argument that Mahayana Buddhism was not taught by the historical Buddha, it was an
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important issue regarding the way of expressing one’s shinko (faith) to the Buddha who had
Jjinkaku. 1t should be noted that the way of speaking about shinko — established as a translation
for the terms “belief” and “faith” — developed in various directions from the turn of the century.
In particular, Jodosht and Shinsht Buddhists who worshipped Amitabha attempted to explain
Sakyamuni and Amitabha in the same system as “the Buddha.” This paper aims to explore the
relationship between jinkaku and shinké during the late Meiji and Taishd periods. Taking the
example of Jodoshii and Shinsh@i Buddhists such as presented by Inoue Enryd, Murakami Sensho,
Yabuki Keiki and Hatani Ryotai, I will examine how they linked the Buddha as a jinkaku to their
shinkéo as well as their views of Amitabha within this framework. This article will demonstrate
that in the debate over the jinkaku of Sakyamuni and Amitabha, reconciling the seemingly
contradiction between historicity and transcendence within the figure of the Buddha was a major

contention.

Keywords:
Jinkaku, the concept of shinko, the discourse of the Buddha, Mahayana Buddhism, modern

Buddhism
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! Kyoko Inoue, Individual Dignity in Modern Japanese Thought: The Evolution of the Concept of Jinkaku in
Moral & Educational Discourse (Ann Arbor, Mich.: The University of Michigan, 2001), pp. 24-31.
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