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(SUMMARY)

“Evil” was one of the main themes for both psychotherapist Hayao Kawai and his
contemporary Catholic writer Shusaku Endo. The purpose of this paper is to examine their
intellectual interactions in terms of evil, especially focusing on Kawai’s interpretation of
Endo’s Scandal, in which evil is one of the major themes. Kawai regards Scandal very highly
among the works of Endo and provided his interpretation of the book from a unique viewpoint
as a psychotherapist. Although a number of scholars have referred to Kawai’s interpretation of
Scandal, they have rarely discussed it in relation to his understanding of evil.

Also, both Kawai and Endo studied abroad and shared a common theme “Japan and the
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West” in their respective works: They had to ask how Japanese can accept things from the West
like Jungian psychology for Kawai and Christianity for Endo. In that sense, this comparative
study between Kawai and Endo would provide a clue to discuss what exactly evil means

especially in Japanese culture.
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