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(SUMMARY)

Tsunashima Rydsen (1873—1907) based his religious thought on seeing God, that is, feeling
God and interacting with God. He did not align with the religious thought of his time that claimed
that the individual self should be fused into God or the nation. He emphasized the importance of
a separate individual personality that acts and works ethically with God.

This paper argues that Tsunashima was able to distance himself from late Meiji era trends of
thought by emphasizing rational criticism in his religious thinking. First, we clarify that in his
religious thought prior to his decisive religious experience of seeing God, faith and rational
criticism were closely intertwined yet maintained their independent spheres of activity. Next, we
explain that after the experience of seeing God, his thought comprised a critical reflection on faith

and religious experience.
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