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(SUMMARY)

Today, democracy is often primarily associated with, or understood as, a principle of
majority rule. However, A. D. Lindsay, the English political philosopher, claimed that
intrinsically the spirit of democracy was to listen to multifarious voices, terming it the Sense of
the Meeting, and he saw the Putney Debates, led by Oliver Cromwell during the Puritan
Revolution, as its milestone. Lindsay considered that “the sense of the meeting” was cultivated
in the church-based lives of Congregational Puritans, many of whom, recognizing the supreme
authority of the Bible, believed in the imminent coming of the Millennial Kingdom. Their

convictions were solid, and yet at the same time their faith led them to moments of self-
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relativization. For them, it was precisely because they were living in the time before the coming
end of the world that there was no way anyone could claim to grasp the whole truth or to be
inerrant in their interpretation of the Bible. Such moments of self-relativization can be read in

some Baptist confessions of faith as well as in John Milton’s remarks.
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