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(SUMMARY)

In this paper, I examine the characteristics of the concepts of philosophical understanding
and interpretation of truth of Tetsuro Watsuji, a modern Japanese philosopher who aimed for
systematic thinking, by focusing on his unique perspective on religion, which underlies his
thought. For Watsuji, universal and fundamental truths are yet to be manifested in the world in
a concrete shape. He, thus, regarded the existing religions that have appeared historically as
mere "particulars" that are derived from "universals." For Watsuji, philosophy is a quest for
truth, in which universals are extracted as truths from all particularized phenomena and
representations, including religion. In other words, he understood philosophy as being on a

higher level than religion. Furthermore, he considered the self-power practice of searching for
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truth to be “philosophy,”while other-power practice of relying on an absolute other were
“religion.” The goal of the paper is to show that his approach to truth in which “people realize
the Law”, modelled on Dogen, was the crux of his interpretation of Buddhism and eventually

led to the development of the idea of “relatedness,” which is the basis of his ethics.
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