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(Summary)

Mokichi Okada, the founder of the church of World Messianity, aimed to effect a
medical revolution that would rely on the idea of medicinal toxin (yakudoku). This
concept asserts that disease is a purification process of both physical and spiritual toxins
within our body, and that adding medicine to the body obstructs this process and causes
other types of diseases. Okada also believed that cloudiness of the human spirit is the
true cause of disease. He severely criticized medicine and proposed the practice of Johrer
(a specific healing ritual) as an alternative to medicine. He did not deny science itself but
hoped to establish a new relationship between religion and medicine. The field of
medicine at the time refused to examine his statements scientifically; however, medicine
now emphasizes the clinical effects of any therapy and respects the rights of patients.

Despite these changes in medicine, high-quality clinical research on Johrei has still not
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been conducted, and even Okada’s believers are now said to be taking medication when
sick. In order to rightly judge the value of Okada’s many activities, including natural
farming and the construction of a museum, it is important to examine his core thesis and

research the clinical effects of his medical practices.
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