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(Summary)

This paper considers previous court decisions regarding the legality or illegality of
the propagation activities of religious groups and discusses the implications that these
decisions have for the propagation of Shinshu, with the goal of making this a foundation
for the propagation of Shinshu in contemporary society. First, based on previous
research, I review the doctrinal framework of Shinshu propagation. Following this, I
point out that, with regard to the final decision of legality or illegality, the courts have
laid great stress on the method of religious propagation activities and the issue of
whether or not these obstruct the freedom of thought and decision-making of the people
who are targets of this propagation. The freedom to propagate religion is legally
guaranteed by the “religious freedom” guaranteed in the constitution, but limitations
arise from “public welfare” and such activities cannot be carried out in an unrestrained
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way, legality being determined by the social appropriateness of the propagation
activities. I point out that these criteria for legality or illegality can be expected to be
maintained into the future and that the social appropriateness of propagation being the
determining factor of urgency in regard to the form of propagation, Finally, I raise the
question of whether this framework for judging legality or illegality will be applied to
Shinshu, and in order to consider the response if it is applied, I divide Shinshu
propagation activities into three forms and considered each form. As a result, one form

of Shinshu propagation activity that may fall into the illegal category has come to light.
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