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(Summary)

James denies moral law and takes a utilitarianist-like viewpoint in his ethical
discussion. And yet he admits some moral sources besides experience. This outlook is in
line with arguing that supernatural sources are suggested from the analysis of religious
experiences. This would mean that a divine “ideal order” can be thought of as a source of
morality. But if that is the case, there would appear to be a supernatural moral norm.
Here, we need to consider James’s pragmatism. In pragmatic thought, truths are always
verified by the result of action and are verified anew with every action. In this case, an
“ideal order” is not good in and of itself, but rather good is something that occurs when
men act according to its demands. As those demands come through personal religious
experiences, it is hard to make a norm. Moral judgement must depend on human criteria.
But divine demands come to us intermittently, and human acts based on those demands

create new truths. Moral norms are therefore understood as continually improving.
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