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(SUMMARY)

The purpose of this article is to show the unique characteristics of the activity of the
Religious Guidance Department in Tenri Hospital, of which Tenrikyo is the main manager,
by focusing on Jiba, a sacred place for Tenrikyo. Tenri Hospital is located in the Oyasato
Yakata buildings that surround Jiba. Both psychologically and spiritually, Jiba plays a
central role in the activities of the staff of the Religious Guidance Department. Especially,
from the viewpoint of Tenrikyo cosmology, workers of the department believe that work done
around Jiba, which is expressed as "sowing seeds," contributes to the activities in each local
church that they belong to in some way. This is seen as "flowers coming to bloom." We can

see that not only workers but also patients and visitors who have no Tenrikyo faith
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experience on various levels experience the significance of Jiba in the activities of the
hospital.

Recently, researchers use the term "spiritual care" to study the significance of religion in
hospitals such as the case above. Even though we can emphasize the virtues of "spiritual
care," which is distinguished from "religious care" that is mainly practiced by those who
have faith in a particular religious organization, it is iImportant to promote our
understanding of "religious care" because those who undertake "spiritual care" are actually
"religious" people. I believe that the attempt of this article to reveal the uniqueness of the
"religious care" of one particular religion can encourage religious people to recognize the
characteristics of "religious care" in their own religious tradition. This should lead to more

efficient care for people in need.
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