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(SUMMARY)

Mircea Eliade used Italian religious researchers as models in constructing his own religious studies.
In particular, he adopted the methodology of the researcher of mysticism and Orphism, Vittorio
Macchioro, who studied religious phenomena without reducing them to their social historical context.
In the process of acquiring a friendship with Macchioro, Eliade came to recognize that at the
foundation of the various historical religions there lies a "cosmic Christianity”, the universal

characteristics of which he undertook to articulate. After the war, prompted by the problem
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consciousness of an intellectual in exile, Eliade came to define this concept as a valuative norm for
the solidarity of various ethnic groups and religions beyond political ideology. This concept of
"cosmic Christianity" was based on Eliade’s belief that universal religiosity exists at the base of
historical religions, and he posited this as an ethical value concept for religious belief showing the
form that religion should take. This paper, by spelling out the process by which he arrived at the
concept of "cosmic Christianity", considers the problem of the valuative norm that is embedded in

religious studies.
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