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(SUMMARY)

This study analyzes the political philosophy of Mencius, a Chinese Confucian philosopher who
lived during the Warring States period (475 — 221 BC). The relationship between Mencius’s political
philosophy and his faith in the deity Tian is clarified.

Uchiyama (1977) linked a string of thought, Tian—the function of the mind—human beings are
inherently good—humaneness and fairness—righteous government, to try to prove that Mencius’s
righteous government is a kind of embodiment of Tian, a law of nature. | suggest, however that

Uchiyama’s constructions regarding Mencius’s ideas of human nature and destiny are incorrect. Also,
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I suggest that Uchiyama mistook the relationship between Tian, human nature and destiny.

In contrast, this study reveals that the concept of the “volition of Tian” is not the central point
of Mencius’s political thought. The concept of the “volition of Tian” was used by Mencius to give
morality to righteous government and to give persuasiveness to the assertion that public welfare is

pre-eminent.
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