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(SUMMARY)

TSUNASHIMA Rydsen (1873-1907) claimed, on the basis of his religious experience, that, while
human beings sense themselves to be at one with God, they are “Children of God” who maintain
their ethical autonomy and realize their ideals. Therefore, his thought is appreciated by some
researchers because it provides a religious basis for ethical actions and is different from the
mysticism and nationalism of the later Meiji era that tried to eliminate the autonomy of the Individual.
However, we must examine whether the Individual, grounded in religious experience, can
independently produce an ethical action in reality. To that end, we chronologically analyze the
evolution of Tsunashima’s religious thought; further, on the basis of this analysis, we demonstrate
that apart from some essays, such as “Yo ga kenshin no jikken (My mystical awareness of the
presence of God),” in which he emphasized his mystical rapture, he consistently tried to demonstrate

that the “child of God” devotes ethical efforts to his/her self-realization. We conclude that
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Tsunashima’s idea of the “child of God” theoretically explains a religious Individual who can

produce ethical actions.
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