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(SUMMARY)

In this paper, I would like to discuss the basic issue of ethics “good and evil” from the Jodo
Shinshu Buddhist standpoint.

In the Tannisho, Shinran is quoted as saying, “I do not know whatsoever what is meant by
the two words, good and evil.” By this he meant that it is impossible to determine whether people’s
actions are good or evil based on what those actions appear to be, and that it requires the wisdom
and compassion of the Buddha to really know what is good and what is evil. Judging from the “five
precepts” in Buddhism, actions that benefit and augment life are considered as good, and actions to
the contrary as evil. However, we are now living in the age of no precepts. We have now the
opportunity to go beyond formalized precepts and become truly good. This is made possible as we
live the life of the nembutsu. Nembutsu practicers are constantly going through dialectical interaction
between the light from the Buddha and the darkness from within, and goodness evolves as a result

of the nembutsu life.
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While secular ethics is based on cultural traditions and local conventions, religious ethics
originates from religious inspiration. It is important that those who are engaged in religious studies

continue to present their views so that the people of the world deepen their overall appreciation of

life.
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