SUMMARY

Why we experience evil in a world created by the supremely good God was a matter
of great concern to religious thinkers and the philosophers of the second century. This
remains a problem today. Hermogenes of Anthiochia, a Christian thinker, attempted to
solve the problem by the conception ‘matter,” the substance of all things. He revoked
intentionally the dogma ‘creatio ex nihilo,” and adopted the platonic term ‘matter’ to
explain the creation of the good God. In other words, he explained that there was evil in
the world not because of God who created it, but because of the substance ‘matter’ which
was its source. At first glance, this seems to be a platonic or Gnostic Christianity, but it is
in fact a unique concept that regards matter as the ‘radical evil.” In this essay, | make an
attempt to clarify the problem of theodicy in Hermogenes by comparing it with the
marginal Christian thought of the period.
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