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(SUMMARY)

This is an attempt to reexamine environmental issues as a matter of human violence
against the world of nature. Firstly I consider what is called a "Moral Harassment", a
human violence against other human beings, and apply it to the enviromental realm and
focus on the issue of biodiversity facing a critical stage as a case of violence. We may call
it an invisible violence. Secondly, I examine the concept of violence, which is generally
applied to the world of humans and thus a concept based upon human centered
perspective. Such a concept is seldom considered applicable to issues and world other
than those of humans and interrelationships in that context.

A certain human behavior appears to be violent and is criticized on the ground of the
person receiving violence. In my primary school days, teachers were often violent,
though such a behavior was not taken as that of violence. The change came about in
understanding such a behavior in terms of violence since an attention was slowly given to
pain and wounds of children and attempts made to respond to their predicament. Such an
attention has not been given to the violated world of nature. There is hardly a voice of
criticism and concern on behalf of nature as human beings intrude and destroy the world of
nature. This is due to the fact that human involvement in nature, to this day, has been
justified from solely the point of human welfare.

It is needless to say that environmental ethics is based upon a criticism to such
"anthropocentrism". What I argue for here is an outline of environmental ethics and
possible development of such ethics in the light of the present situation of human violence

against nature.
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