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(SUMMARY)

In general, religion and medicine serve a common purpose—“salvation.” Of late,
these modalities have begun to appear closely connected. However, the attitude of medi-
cine toward religion or prayer in daily practice and in research remains unclear. This pa-
per discusses the understanding of the person as an attempt to render the relationship
between medicine and religion more cooperative. Mainstream modern medicine is wit-
nessing a shift from biomedicine to comprehensive medicine, and this change is supported
by the biomedical model propounded by G.L. Engel. This model, however, cannot offer an
appropriate place in medicine to the Homo religiosus. V.E. Frankl discovered nihilism in
biologism, psychologism, and sociologism, and criticized them for denying the meaning of
life. He regarded a person as a “unity in spite of multiplicity.” He asserted that the
noological dimension is a particular facet of a person and that freedom and responsibility
are essential for each individual. Frankl’s thought provides us with a perspective of a per-
son wherein religion and medicine coexist and whereby the Homo religiosus would find

an appropriate place in medicine.
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