VS.

(SUMMARY)

Just War Theory is the standpoint adopted by most mainstream Christian traditions and
is probably the only system of thought capable of restraining conflict today. However, it
bears the contradiction of being used to actually incite war.

One pitfall of the theory is that in reality all sides in a conflict tend to see themselves as
justified and therefore the theory loses it restraining power. Further, there is ambiguity
about what constitutes a just cause in the theory. If just cause is restricted to the defence
of life, territory or sovereignty, then the theory may retain it capacity to restrain, but when
just cause is expanded to include retribution, advancement of human rights, maintenance
of conditions necessary for a full human life, etc., it can lead to affirming wars for the

promotion of ideals as just wars. In fact, such wars are closer to crusades.
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In the lead up to the attacks on Iraq and Afghanistan there was much talk of the lack of
democracy and respect for human rights in these countries. For a proper just war debate
such issues need to be excluded and the discussion restricted to the issues of the defence

of life, territory and sovereignty.
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