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(SUMMARY)

Augustin Berque defined “milieu” (climate) as “the totality of various material and
non-material interactions between a particular society and its surroundings.” For example,
we can imagine the traditional Japanese farming village in a landscape of rice fields,
brooks, mixed forest, and a Shinto shrine. Villagers held their spring festival at the shrine
before the rice planting, and the autumn festival after the harvest. The people, the farming,
nature, and the shrine comprised the indivisible primordial setting called milieu. In the
general concept of milieu, humans are not thought equal with nature and the Shinto shrine,
but rather to hold these in awe. This means relations are based on “a sense of reverence,”
not the notion “symbiosis” so widely used today. Humans comprising a part of this milieu
did not engage in large-scale destruction of nature, the backdrop to farming. Japanese
committed large-scale environmental destruction when they forgot their sense of

reverence and engaged only in the pursuit of greed during the period of high economic
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growth, which was also when they lost a religious view of nature. I believe future
environmental problems can be resolved by rediscovering modesty and a feeling of

gratitude.
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