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(SUMMARY)
This paper aims to investigate the idee of “pardon” which is being needed in this
world, especially from a point of view of contemporary French religious philosophy.
Arendt put the pardon and the punishment side by side, and made them wedges
to the chain of vengeance. But, pardon and punishment don’t make up an
alternative exclusively. In addition, Jankélévitch explored the depth of the
“impardonnable” and ruined the Arendtian couple of pardon and punishment. But,
as Derrida says, the pardon can pardon only the impardonnable, and this
unconditional pardon should be an aporetic idea of pardon, in sense of Kantian

Idee. Ricoceur proposes that this unconditional pardon needs an example to be
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imagined. But, Jesus whom Ricceur makes an example of pardon contains only
the pardon. So, it is insufficient for an example of the unconditional pardon,
because we, contemporary people, have experienced the trials of the
impardonnable. So, in terms of hermeneutics, we must interpret the example that
describe not only the unconditional pardon, but also the unconditional
“vengeance” and, moreover, the unconditional “conversion” from the vengeance

to the pardon.
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