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(SUMMARY)

This paper will show the altruistic activities of Bodhisattva, or the practitioner of
Mahayana Buddhism, are considered to be a prayer. Prayer is defined, in a broader sense,
as an immediate communication between the transcendental being and a believer of a cer-
tain religion. And it is also characteristic in that it is the voluntary activity for the believer's
part.

In Buddhism, they say a fate, whether fortunate or unfortunate, of a man is deter-
mined by the actions he did in the past in person, not by the God and so on. Therefore, a
prayer of Buddhist becomes more vow than plea.

The person who takes a vow to attain Buddhahood for saving all living beings is
called Bodhisattva. The altruistic activities he performs are beneficial not only for others

but also for himself. Hence we can regard bodhisattva-practices as “the prayer of Maha-
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yanist” because those practices were the active expression of their vow. The Mahayana
Buddhism persuades and encourages people to practice altruistic activities. It is the mod-
ernity which the Mahayana possesses to have a possibility to transform prayer from per-

sonal petition into altruistic activity.
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