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(SUMMARY)

The German word Grenze can mean “limit” as well as “boundary,” and is a keyword
that is central to the anthropology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who argues that human beings
understand themselves from the transcendental, namely, through a relationship with God
as their own Grenze. This relationship between Grenze and human beings was especially
important during his time in Berlin. It was a turning point in his philosophy at a time
when the Nazis had assumed political power. It can be said that his anthropology diverts
our attention from the negative “boundary on the margin,” which emphasizes the recogni-
tion of the limits of mankind, to the positive “boundary at the center,” which is Chris-
tologically interpreted as a blessing from God. This paper hopes to reveal the modern

meaning of Bonhoeffer’s theological anthropology based on the Bible by focusing on his
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use of Grenze in conjunction with the theory of the Other. I examine Bonhoeffer’s explana-
tion of the relationship between man and woman in the story of Genesis and his peculiar
interpretation of Eva as an incarnation of the “boundary at the center” for Adam. The final
purpose of this paper is to reveal Bonhoeffer’s understanding of human beings as crea-
tures who regard their neighbor, whom they meet through Jesus Christ, as their own

Grenze.
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