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(SUMMARY)

The relationship between science and Buddhism is not contradictory, for each can
mutually understand the knowledge and wisdom of the other and bring benefits to
humans and the Earth. But Buddhism teaches that people must avoid an extreme

dependency on scientific technology, because the application of technology has both



beneficial and dangerous aspects. In  this sense, Buddhists believe that it is necessary to
bring a certain degree of regulation into the progress of science. In this paper I will first
outline the Japanese National Bioethics Committee’s “Guiding Principles of the
Establishment and use of Human Embryonic Stem (ES) Cells” published by the Japanese
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology on 25 September 2001.
Second, I will interpret the ethical implications on medical applications of human ES cells
through Mahayana Buddhist vision of life, especially as informed by the Jodo Shinshu
Buddhist tradition.

Fundamentally, it is necessary to make clear the purpose of using human ES cells. The
Application Technologies of Human ES Cells are only utilized to cure intractable disease.
To harm the health and safety of life in the future, including a kind of human breeding, is
nothing but a misuse of biotechnology. A vision of interdependence requires that we not
make decisions based simply on our utilitarian value judgment, or by the fact of whether or
not the technology is useful for us. We must consider very carefully whether the
technology can make us more religious, ethical, and socially responsible for next
generations. Moreover, we should cultivate our sense of sharing our lives with other life

forms and our gratitude to other living beings, through applications of technologies.
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14th Dalai Lama of Tibet Nobel Prize for Peace December 10, 1989, Oslo, Norway, Earth
Acceptance Speech

As a Buddhist monk, my concern extends to all members of the human family and, indeed,
to all the sentient beings who suffer. I believe all suffering is caused by ignorance. People inflict
pain on others in the selfish pursuit of their happiness or satisfaction.

Yet true happiness comes from a sense of peace and contentment, which in turn must be
achieved through the cultivation of altruism, of love and compassion, and elimination of
ignorance, selfishness, and greed.

The problems we face today, violent conflicts, destruction of nature, poverty, hunger, and
so on, are human created problems which can be resolved through human effort, understanding,
and a development of a sense of brotherhood and sisterhood. We need to cultivate a universal
responsibility for one another and the planet we share. Although I have found my own Buddhist
religion helpful in generating love and compassion, even for those we consider our enemies, |
am convinced that everyone can develop a good heart and a sense of universal responsibility
with or without religion.

With the ever-growing impact of science in our lives, religion and spirituality have a
greater role to play reminding us of our humanity. There is no contradiction between the two.

Each gives us valuable insights into each other. Both science and the teaching of the Buddha tell
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us of the fundamental unity of all things. This understanding is crucial if we are to take positive
and decisive action on the pressing global concern with the environment.
I believe all religions pursue the same goals, that of cultivating human goodness and bringing

happiness to all human beings. Though the means may appear different, the ends are the same.
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“Embryonic stem (ES) cells: Primitive (undifferentiated) cells from the embryo that have the

potential to become a wide variety of specialized cell types.
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We live in an interdependent world. All beings and all things are mutually dependent.
Interdependence provides Buddhists with a vision of identity and responsibility to all beings.

Interdependence also quickens a sense of gratitude for all things and beings 2.
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