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(SUMMARY)

Although altruistic behaviors are observed in animals, they can always be ex-

plained as a kind of adaptive strategy for survival of the species. In human, altruis-
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tic behaviors without expecting any return are seen. Charity works by priests are
often altruistic, but people having no particular religious background also perform
similar behaviors. However, the reason why only humans can be altruistic is not yet
well explained. I investigated some well known cases of altruistic behaviors from
the view point of social biology, and proposed a hypothesis that altruistic behaviors
were often motivated by strong compassion. Then I did interview to people in-
volved in charitable works, and verified the hypothesis. It was also pointed out that
the reason why strong compassion was evolved only in humans can be explained so
that to feel the mental experiences of others similar as those of his or her own would
make cultural transmission effective, because experiences of ancestors would cause
vivid impressions by compassion and so securely remain in one’s own memory.
Consequently, it can be said that altruistic behaviors without expecting any return
can occur as peculiar to human because of the nature of strong compassion. More-
over I examined that generally, the appropriate ethical values or religious prescrip-
tion could urge people to perform altruistic behavior even when the genetic defect

or developmental disorder hinders compassion from working well.
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