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(SUMMARY)

It is well-known that missionary work for the army and navy was carried out in
Japan by the clergy and missionaries ever since the army and navy were first established in
the 19th century. The Japan Self-Defense Force was created following the war, and several
years after its establishment, some members of the Self-Defense Force created the Cornelius
Group, a Christian group for defense personnel, formed on the basis of the history of the past
missionary work for army and navy. This group holds regular prayer meetings and bible
study meetings, publishes a newsletter, and actively interacts with Christian soldiers in
armies all around the world. Being a member of the Self-Defense Force as well as a Christian,
however, poses various difficulties. This paper provides an overview of the activities and
ideas of the Christian members of the Self-Defense Force and the situations into which they
are placed and attempts to bring fresh perspectives for future examinations of the

relationships between war and peace and between war and religion.
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