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(SUMMARY)

Abortion was fully legalized in Taiwan in 1985. Since then it has known that abortion
rate in Taiwan is extremely high. According to a statistic, there are more than 400,000
cases each year. The author had visited Taiwan 3 times between 2000 and 2003 and had
interviewed on abortion and religions. Most of them were Buddhist and Taoist priests. In
Buddhism abortion is prohibited by the precept, but some Buddhist monks and nuns are
involved in services for aborted fetuses. In Taoism they believe that aborted fetuses cause
physical or psychological harm to the living parents, so it is necessary for them to beg
forgiveness with the help of a religious master and send the aborted fetuses to the next life.
Many Taoist temples are providing special services for aborted fetuses. The author visited
“Ryuko-gu” or Dragon Lake Temple in Miaoli county and interviewed Rev. Lin Jianyin in
March 2003. This Taioist temple is well known in Taiwan because of performing special

services for aborted fetuses.
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