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(SUMMARY)

The issue of religious plurality, mainly concerned with themes such as relativity as a
negation of absoluteness, and plurality as a negation of uniqueness, respectively, also
needs further analysis from the perspective of contingency as a negation of necessity.
This paper is an attempt at examining the philosophical background of religious plurality
from the point of view of ‘the philosophy of contingency,” based around Shuzo Kuki’s
1935 writing, Guizensei-no Mondai (The Issue of Contingency).

Kuki’s analyses on contingency can be interpreted as the contingency of particular
religions as “an individual or each individual occurrence” to ‘religion” as a general concept
(categorical contingency); the contingency around the genesis of each particular religion
(hypothetical contingency); and the original contingency that a certain particular religion
“could have been any other” (disjunctive contingency). Kuki’s speculations ultimately ar-

rive at the “metaphysical Absolute” as the “wholeness of possibility” of this “could have
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been any other”. This “metaphysical Absolute” serves both to reveal the original relations
between the self and others, and to require practical ethics such as recognition and accep-

tance of others, and dialogue.
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