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(SUMMARY)

Today the number of chaplains working for hospitals and welfare centers in Japan is
increasing. In these settings, it is important for chaplains to cooperate with other health care
professionals. This article examines the issue of confidentiality with regard to chaplains, who
effectively belong to two professions, as religious professionals and as members of health care
teams. The duty of confidentiality of the religious professional is protected by criminal law, as
it is for doctors and lawyers. However, health care professionals are allowed to share
information with their health care colleagues in order to ensure an effective team approach to
care. How, then, is confidentiality affected when chaplains work in a health care settings? This
article examines the duty of confidentiality in terms of religious and health care professionals.
Analyzing the results, the article proposes some principles regarding the confidentiality-related

practices of chaplains working in health care settings in Japan.
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