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(SUMMARY)

For Kant (1724-1804), “civilization” and “moralization” are ideas that are commanded by
reason, and to which human beings are called. Natural destiny brings these ideas about through
inter-human antagonism or non-social sociability. As Kant writes in his “Conjectural
Beginning of Human History” and in his other writings, war also is a means for bringing them

about. On the other hand, Kant maintains the idea of “perpetual peace”. As Kant says, if the
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realization of perpetual peace is a duty, war is a violation of that duty. If that is the case,
although both “perpetual peace” on the one hand and “civilization” and “moralization” on the
other are ideas, the human race is destined to violate the former in order to realize the latter. Of
course, Kant talks about the illegality of war, but he also talks about the significance of war
repeatedly. If the fact that human beings inhabitant both the noumenal world and the
phenomenal world is called to mind here, it becomes easier to understand why he discussed
this. Herein we can find a Kant who is both uncompromisingly idealistic and coolly realistic. It
is in this theme of “war” that Kant shows his true worth. At least, pacifism that takes national
defense as taboo and overlooks the danger of a totalitarian state cannot be considered to have
originated in Kant’s philosophy. In this sense, Kant’s philosophy is still applicable to the

modern world.
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