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(SUMMARY)

While Albert Schweitzer’s philosophical foundation in vitalism is well known, this essay
considers the role death played in the construction of his ethical thought, which is broadly
known as an ethic of “Reverence for Life” (Ehrfurcht vor dem Leben). In particular, chapter one
looks at the question of ethics formulation guided by systematic epistemology and, as argued by
Schweitzer in his postmortem work The World View of Reverence for Life (Die Weltanschauung
der Ehrfurcht vor dem Leben; Kulturphilosophie Ill) and in his Culture and Ethics (Kultur und
Ethik), from the comparative perspective of Indian philosophy and various issues of Kant’s

epistemology as understood by modern natural science. This effort requires clarification of
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Schweitzer’s key concepts of volition and consciousness and the roles they play in his
construction of an ethical framework. This essay pays special attention to the question of death
and its role in Schweitzer’s ethical construct. However, in-depth analysis of death is absent from
Schweitzer’s treatise on cultural philosophy, and so attention will be given to Schweitzer’s
Sermons (Predigten) in which death figures more prominently. Utilizing the above works, this
essay examines the connection between Schweitzer’s ethic of “Reverence for Life” and the

question of death.
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