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(SUMMARY)

The purpose of this paper is to enrich our understanding of Michel Henry’s
“techno-capitalism” by way of looking at his “Philosophy of Christianity”. In From
Communism to Capitalism (1990) he analyzes “techno-capitalism” phenomenologically as the

total elimination of human life by the techniques which modern science has developed so highly
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in the capitalist economy, and moreover, as the system which forces us to negate our own life.
However, he is not able to discover a way to recover the alienated life, for his explanation in this
book based on the essence of human life does not suggest a method for overcoming the
self-negation which results from the nature of our life itself. Therefore we must find this method
in his later thought, in his “Philosophy of Christianity”, which is founded on the absolute Life
that alone can maintain human lives. A pair of concepts in Words of Christ (2002),
“reciprocity/non-reciprocity” enable us to change the reciprocal nature that causes our
self-negation and to realize the essential condition of human life, the absolute Life, that gives
life non-reciprocally to individuals. It is not an economic or technological improvement but a
radical transformation of human nature that aims to solve the problems arising from

“techno-capitalism”.
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