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(SUMMARY)

Four viewpoints are found in the ethics of the Mahabharata. They develop, based
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on the idea of Karma-effect, from the viewpoint of worldly affairs to the viewpoint of
monkhood—a viewpoint that negates and transcends worldly affairs. It is the viewpoint
of harmony that realizes, at the same time, both the viewpoint of worldly affairs
(pravrtti) and the viewpoint of monkhood (nivrtti). In this paper, I take the ethical
structure of the harmonious viewpoint to be worldly action grounded on the two ideas
of Onri (JiKFf; renunciation) and Heisei (*F-&#; calmness). I examine how the ethical
structure of the harmonious viewpoint appears in the Bhagavad-Gita, which is known
as a condensed representation of the Mahabharata. Harmonious action, after the Onri
has become free from the objects that bring spiritual bondage, is made in the mind of
Heisei. The objects of Onri are the three gunas that constitute the material source of all
things and the causes that make people act rightly or badly. The ways of yoga help to

cut out the effects of gunas and acquire Heisei.
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