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(SUMMARY)
What attitude has Christianity taken toward modern science as symbolized
by “Dolly the cloned sheep”? The “Darwinian revolution” of the 19th century
and the sociobiology of the present that aims at a biological reduction of
religion have both been thought to be especially dangerous challenges to
Christianity. Considered historically, the relation between Christianity and
natural science has mainly been that of “conflict” or “separation.” However,
in this so-called AD("After-Dolly") age, a positive relation between Christianity
and the biological sciences is required because biology and biotechnology

have enabled the artificial operation of life, which has traditionally been



considered the exclusive realm of religion. This paper aims at finding some
ground for creative cooperation between Christianity and science, from which
the possibility of a meaningful religious bioethics could also be forthcoming.
For that purpose, this paper examines some views on the relation between
Christianity and science, including what Ted Peters, an American theologian,

has called “the hypothetical resonance” between religion and science.
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VS.

(SUMMARY)

Just War Theory is the standpoint adopted by most mainstream Christian traditions and
is probably the only system of thought capable of restraining conflict today. However, it
bears the contradiction of being used to actually incite war.

One pitfall of the theory is that in reality all sides in a conflict tend to see themselves as
justified and therefore the theory loses it restraining power. Further, there is ambiguity
about what constitutes a just cause in the theory. If just cause is restricted to the defence
of life, territory or sovereignty, then the theory may retain it capacity to restrain, but when
just cause is expanded to include retribution, advancement of human rights, maintenance
of conditions necessary for a full human life, etc., it can lead to affirming wars for the

promotion of ideals as just wars. In fact, such wars are closer to crusades.
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In the lead up to the attacks on Iraq and Afghanistan there was much talk of the lack of
democracy and respect for human rights in these countries. For a proper just war debate
such issues need to be excluded and the discussion restricted to the issues of the defence

of life, territory and sovereignty.
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(SUMMARY)

Abortion was fully legalized in Taiwan in 1985. Since then it has known that abortion
rate in Taiwan is extremely high. According to a statistic, there are more than 400,000
cases each year. The author had visited Taiwan 3 times between 2000 and 2003 and had
interviewed on abortion and religions. Most of them were Buddhist and Taoist priests. In
Buddhism abortion is prohibited by the precept, but some Buddhist monks and nuns are
involved in services for aborted fetuses. In Taoism they believe that aborted fetuses cause
physical or psychological harm to the living parents, so it is necessary for them to beg
forgiveness with the help of a religious master and send the aborted fetuses to the next life.
Many Taoist temples are providing special services for aborted fetuses. The author visited
“Ryuko-gu” or Dragon Lake Temple in Miaoli county and interviewed Rev. Lin Jianyin in
March 2003. This Taioist temple is well known in Taiwan because of performing special

services for aborted fetuses.
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