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B ORI DN D HEETH 5, [Secularization] & 13, %ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁiiﬁ_ﬁ%%ﬁ':
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(SUMMARY)

In Europe, “secularization” refers to the weakening influence of the churches. During
the Enlightenment, more positive notions were developed regarding the human being and
human reason. The notion developed that, by removing inappropriate religious and other
inhibitions, human beings could develop themselves and improve society. This led to the
emergence of a this-worldly understanding of salvation. The English word “seculariza-
tion” is derived from the Latin “saeculum”, a word with a meaning related to time and
used to refer to time as the opposite of eternity. Secularization implies a focus on this
world rather than the next. It means transferring attention from the next world to this.
While the official Church opposed secularizing trends, many in the Church welcomed
them. The influence of secularization led to changes within Christianity. Salvation came to
be seen as at least partly possible in this world and the Church came to be seen as having a
mission in relation to this world as well as the next. This trend begins with the Social Ca-

tholicism of the 19t century, and leads to the ideas of Liberation Theology.
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(SUMMARY)

This paper will show the altruistic activities of Bodhisattva, or the practitioner of
Mahayana Buddhism, are considered to be a prayer. Prayer is defined, in a broader sense,
as an immediate communication between the transcendental being and a believer of a cer-
tain religion. And it is also characteristic in that it is the voluntary activity for the believer's
part.

In Buddhism, they say a fate, whether fortunate or unfortunate, of a man is deter-
mined by the actions he did in the past in person, not by the God and so on. Therefore, a
prayer of Buddhist becomes more vow than plea.

The person who takes a vow to attain Buddhahood for saving all living beings is
called Bodhisattva. The altruistic activities he performs are beneficial not only for others

but also for himself. Hence we can regard bodhisattva-practices as “the prayer of Maha-
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yanist” because those practices were the active expression of their vow. The Mahayana
Buddhism persuades and encourages people to practice altruistic activities. It is the mod-
ernity which the Mahayana possesses to have a possibility to transform prayer from per-

sonal petition into altruistic activity.
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(SUMMARY)

In general, religion and medicine serve a common purpose—“salvation.” Of late,
these modalities have begun to appear closely connected. However, the attitude of medi-
cine toward religion or prayer in daily practice and in research remains unclear. This pa-
per discusses the understanding of the person as an attempt to render the relationship
between medicine and religion more cooperative. Mainstream modern medicine is wit-
nessing a shift from biomedicine to comprehensive medicine, and this change is supported
by the biomedical model propounded by G.L. Engel. This model, however, cannot offer an
appropriate place in medicine to the Homo religiosus. V.E. Frankl discovered nihilism in
biologism, psychologism, and sociologism, and criticized them for denying the meaning of
life. He regarded a person as a “unity in spite of multiplicity.” He asserted that the
noological dimension is a particular facet of a person and that freedom and responsibility
are essential for each individual. Frankl’s thought provides us with a perspective of a per-
son wherein religion and medicine coexist and whereby the Homo religiosus would find

an appropriate place in medicine.
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(SUMMARY)
Christianity has objected to the Whitian critique that Christianity has the human-

centered view of nature. It results that Christianity approaches an environment ethics
mainly in the “controversy on a view of nature”. McFague rearranges this situation and
suggests that the love of neighbor should be expanded to nature by transferring the arena
of theology from time to space. But, her theology lacks any considerations on the in-
ter-generational ethics. Inter-generational ethics has been seen as sticking out of normal
ethics as it lacks reciprocity between generations. The Christian love of neighbor, however,
isn’t troubled by this lack of reciprocity because its love creates the new relationship in the
midst of the blank of relationship. So, in the high modern era, Christian ethics on envi-
ronment should expand the love of neighbor not only to space, but also to time, in the
sense of generation. The content of this expanded love should be the “hand-
ing-down-love”, which hands natural environment down to the future generations, essen-

tially for their possibilities of freedom.
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