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(SUMMARY)
This paper examines the connection between Schweitzer’s Ethics of Reverence for Life and

his eschatology. The first chapter looks at the historical development of the idea of the Kingdom
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of God from antiquity through the Middle Ages by utilizing the basic notion of God’s Kingdom
as the concept emerging out of the process of restructuring non-eschatological faith through
eschatological faith. This hybrid eschatology in which the end of time is merged with the
establishment of God’s kingdom demonstrates a consciousness of and concern with human
society. This is especially true of European society with its largely negative attitude toward this
world as a result of the delay of God’s kingdom. Chapter two looks at the factors involved in the
transition in modern Europe from its generally pessimistic worldview to an affirmative one
through the mediation of eschatological thought. In order to evaluate Schweitzer’s own
eschatological position, it is necessary to consider the positive and negative among the
eschatological elements of the revelatory literature. Chapter three examines the connection
between Jesus’ ethics as portrayed in Schweitzer’s unpublished work Culture and Ethic in the
World Religions and the Ethics of Reverence for Life. Finally, reflections of the above ethics in
the revelatory eschatological literature will be discussed and implications for Schweitzer’s

Ethics of Reverence for Life in the contemporary world will be considered.
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